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CLAIMS 




10 



— 1^ Method of d i v i diny <j Uiyileil lai yn a l roprocent i ng physjca t 

quantities, characterised in that it includes the steps of: 

- determining (E1) an initial partitioning orth^signal, 

- displaying (E3, E4) a represept^tion of the signal and the 
previously determined signal partitioning, 

- acquiring (E7) at least :&ne partitioning modification parameter, 

- modifying (E7) the/partitioning of the signal. 



2. Division nnethod according to Claim 1, characterised in that the 
partitioning of the signal includes blocks of samples of the signal, and said at 
15 least one modification parameter is chosen from amongst a block height (H) 
and a block width OL). 
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3/ Division method according to Claim 1 or 2, characterised in 
that said at loast one modification parameter makes it possible to translate the 
partitioning yfrith respect to the signal. 

4. Division method according to any ono o f C l a i ms 1 lu 3, 
charactered in that the modified partitioning of the signal is selected from a 
predetepiined set of partitionings. 

5. Division method according to -any- ono of - G l a i m s^J— to-A 
characterised in that it also includes the step of simulating (E42) the coding an 
decoding of the signal and in that the displayed representation of the signal is 
the /esi^Hr^fthe step oTsir 
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-6, — n i u ifi ion mnthnri nnnnrHinr) tn Plnim 5 , rhararteriggrjjn tft at 

distortions in the representation of the signal are emphasized. 
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7. Method of dividing a digital^lgnal representing physical 
quantities, characterised in that it includes fo^steps of: 

- determining (S1) at lea^fone area of interest in the signal, 

- determining (S20)/an initial partitioning of the signal, including 
partitioning areas, 

- modifying (S£2, S24, S26) the partitioning of the signal according 
to said at least one area/of interest and a predetermined criterion. 

8. Division method according to Claim 7, characterised in that the 
partitioning of the/signal is modified so that said at least one area of interest is 
not shared between two partitioning areas. 

Division method according to Claim 7 or 8, characterised in 
that the partitioning of the signal is modified so that the partitioning areas are 
the smallest/possible in order to satisfy the predetermined criterion. 

10. Division method according to -a-ft y - o no of - C l a i ms - - 7 - to 9 r 
characterised in that the partitioning of the signal includes blocks of samples of 
the signal, and in that the modification of the partitioning includes the 
modification (S22, S24, S26) of at least one parameter chosen from amoqgst a 
block he/ght (H) and a block width (L). 

Division method according to - any - one of C l a i ms - 7 to 10, ] 



11. 

characterised in 
the partt 



of the partitioning includes a translation 
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A yt. — BMs i un method afccoid l ny lu 4ff yw 

characterised in that the modification of the partitioning results in^fnodified 
partitioning which is selected from a predetermined set of partijieffungs. 



13. Method of coding a digital sigp^l representing physical 
quantities, characterised in that it includes the division method according to any 
one of Claims 4-to 12 . 



14. Device for dividing/a digital signal representing physical 
10 quantities, characterised in that it has* 

- means (31) of determining an initial partitioning of the signal, 

^ - means (310) of displaying a representation of the signal and the 

previously determined signal cfartitioning, 

- means (31)/of acquiring at least one partitioning modification 

15 parameter, 

- means (3/1) of modifying the partitioning of the signal. 

15. Division device according to Claim 14, characterised in that 
the determination means are adapted to form a partitioning of the signal which 

20 includes blocks of/samples of the signal, and in that the acquisition means are 
adapted to consider said at least one modification parameter from amongst a 
block height (H) find a block width (L). 



16. Division device according to Claim 14 or 15, characterised in 
25 that the acquisition means are adapted to consider a modification parameter 
making it possible to translate the partitioning with respect to the signal. 

, _____ w+^/r- 

A / 17. ^Divfstorrgevice according lo ^§riy - < > QQo fr 

characj£ris£a in that the means of modifying the partitionin^^readapte 

30 sej^ct a modified partitioning which is in a predetermined set of partitionings. 
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48, — D i vision dovico according to .qnyono of - C l ot 



characterised in that it also includes means of simulating^4ll^coding an 
decoding of the signal and in that the displayed repre^efrtation of the signal is 
the result of the means of simulating. y< 



characterised in that the determination, display, acquisition and modification 
means are incorporated in: / 

- a microprocessor (100), 

- a read opfly memory (102) containing a program for processing 
the data, and / 

- a ranofom access memory (103) containing registers adapted to 
record variables modified during the running of said program. 




21./ Device for dividing a digital signal representing physical 
quantities, characterised in that it has: 

-/means (31) of determining at least one area of interest in the 
signal, / 



/ - means (32) of determining an initial partitioning of the signal, 
including partitioning areas, 



/ - means (32) of modifying the partitioning of the signal according 
to said af least one area of interest and a predetermined criterion. 



22. Di vision device according to Claim 21, characterised in that it 
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23. Divis i on device a ccording to Claim 2 1 u i 22, U i d i < 
that it is adapted to modify the partitioning of the signal so that the p^pttfroning 
areas are as small as possible in order to satisfy the predeterrpifi€d criterion. 

5 24. Division device according to <&&f-o ne- of-^fatfrrsj-g^—te-g 3^ 

characterised in that the means of deterprining an initial partitioning are 
adapted to form a partitioning which inc^raes blocks of samples of the signal, 
and in that the means of modifying iKe partitioning are adapted to modify at 
least one parameter chosen from ^^rnongst a block height (H) and a block width 
(L). 

25. Division/ device according to-af^'Of^-&f-GiB\ms^^e''^4r* 
characterised in that the means of modifying the partitioning are adapted to 
effect a translation of/he partitioning with respect to the signal. 

Jft 26. / Division device according to-a ny eno - of C l a i ms - 2 A-4Q-25? 

characterised ip that the means of modifying the partitioning are adapted to 
select a modified partitioning which is in a predetermined set of partitionings. 

Jl 20 / 27. Division device (10) according to-^tty-ofte-of-^ dims 21 - t o-28^ 

/ •** 
characterised in that the determination and modification means are 

incorporated in: 

- a microprocessor (100), 

- a read only memory (102) containing a program for processing 

25 the dqlta, and 

■ a random access memory (103) containing registers adapted to 
record variables modified during the running of said program. 
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28. Device (3) for coding a digital signal representing physical 
30 quantities, characterised in that it includes the division device accordinq to anv 

one ~* ~'- ! — - — ~* 
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-2$: — Dig i tal sign al processing appa ratus, character i sed in thai it- 
has means adapted to implement the method according to^afty^5neof Claims-4- 



30. Digital signal ^processing apparatus, characterised in that it 
includes the device according to any one of Claims-44ao-2£L 



according to anyone 



31. §i<5rage medium storing a program for implementing a method 
C/+4 m *«s /> *7 7> <f~f 
of cloimG 'fc tc rl- 3 -: 



32. Storage medium according to claim 31, characterised in that 
said storage medium is detachably mountable on a device according to any one 
of oMmo 14 - to 20 . 



\. Storage megitnrb^ccQ rding to c\a , 
yc6 storage medium is a floppy disk or a CD-ROM 



characterised in that 



